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which tend towards the disruption of her Empire and the estab-
lishment of an impracticable form of Government.
1404 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 228-9.)
10, DOWNING STREET. Feb. 20. 1893.
Mr. Gladstone submits his humble duty to Your Majesty and
humbly expresses his thankfulness to Your Majesty for the very
frank expression of Your Majesty's apprehensions as to the
tendencies of the Irish Government Bill.
He is certain that Your Majesty does not believe that the very-
large body of Your subjects, forming a great majority in three out
of four divisions of the country and a considerable (possibly a
growing) minority in England, are wilfully set upon establishing
an impracticable form of Government, or upon weakening the
ties which bind together the members of the Empire.
Your Majesty has already received with condescending and
exemplary toleration the long paper in which Mr. Gladstone has
set forth his own personal apprehensions that a too great pro-
longation of the Irish controversy may beget mischief in Ireland
by provoking a revival of the far more formidable demand for
the repeal of the Union ; and that there has been already visible
a stimulus to the desire for change, in the various portions of
Great Britain, extended somewhat beyond the limits of what is
altogether prudent and safe.
The form of Government now proposed, and by many thought
dangerous for Ireland was, before trial in the Colonies, as loudly
denounced, but upon trial was found to justify none of these
denunciations.
Mr. Gladstone will not attempt to press upon Your Majesty
with anything like contentious argument; but he does not
wholly abandon the hope that, as discussion proceeds, it may
tend to soften some of those unfavourable anticipations which, as
they cannot but be painful to Your Majesty, are also on that
account a source of much pain also to those who have the honour
to serve Your Majesty, and who, if they be wrong in this great
matter, are indeed worthy of the severest censure for their breach
of trust.